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BOSTON  BOUND! 

As  these  words  are  being  penned,  the  latest  news  is  that  the  advance 
registration  for  our  May  6-8  convention  in  Boston  (Cambridge,  to  be  exact) 
has  reached  the  90  mark,  with  a  few  more  on  their  way.  Our  estimable 
co-chairpersons,  Steve  and  Riva-Jill  Ginsberg,  tell  us  that  the  program  is 
complete  and  in  place,  and  that  the  highlight  of  the  weekend  promises  to 
be  the  silent  auction,  with  several  hundred  scales  being  readied  to  change 
hands.  If,  for  any  reason,  it  was  your  intention  to  be  with  us  but  you 
suffered  a  severe  attack  of  procrastination,  it  may  not  be  too  late. 

Steve  reports  that  there  may  be  (no  promises)  a  few  rooms  still  available 
from  the  hotel's  ISASC  allocation,  so  if  you'd  still  like  to  come,  call 
Steve  before  you  read  any  further  at  6 1  1/ 5  6 7  -  9  5  25  .  With  a  little  luck... 


AND  BEFORE  BOSTON... 


Our  overseas  friends,  Michael  and  Diana  Craw  forth,  are  coming  to 
Chicago  to  spend  a  few  days  with  Bob  and  Margie  Stein  (and  their  scale 
collection).  While  in  our  fair  city,  the  Crawforths  will  sightsee  and 
spend  time  with  friends,  with  their  visit  culminating  in  an  open  house 
on  Sunday,  May  1,  at  the  Steins,  to  which  will  be  invited  some  15  Chicago- 
area  members  and  spouses  for  what  promises  to  be  an  enjoyable  prelude  to 
the  convention. 
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FOR  YOUR  READING  PLEASURE. 

Ellen  Zak  Danforth,  formerly  curator  of  the  Streeter  Collection  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  has  compiled  a  Catalog  of  Nested  Cup  Weights  in  the 
Streeter  Collection  which  is  being  offered  to  ISASC  members  at  a  reduced 
price.  According  to  the  publisher,  "Ellen  Zak  Danforth  has  compiled  here 
a  catalog  of  a  small  part  of  what  is  one  of  the  most  comprehensive 
metrological  collections  in  the  world.  This  monograph  describes  eighty 
nested  cup  weights  ranging  from  64  Marks  to  4  ounces.  Weights  from 
Nuremburg,  England,  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Russia  are  all  represented, 
as  are  the  binary,  decimal,  duodecimal,  and  "Systeme  Metrique  Usuel" 
numerical  systems.  Photographs  of  each  nested  weight  reveal  both  simple 
and  elaborate  designs,  Also  included  are  drawings  of  the  verification 
stamps.  After  providing  an  historical  introduction,  Danforth  highlights 
only  the  objective  data  that  can  be  gleaned  from  looking  at  nested  cup 
weights,  leaving  the  context  in  which  they  were  made  to  be  reconstructed 
by  the  reader.  This  catalog  fills  the  need  for  a  systematic  presentation 
on  a  cohesive  group  of  nested  weights.  It  will  be  useful  to  historians, 
metrolog i sts ,  and  collectors  attempting  to  compare  data  in  nested  weights 
collections  all  over  the  world." 

The  catalog  retails  for  $18. 5U  but  is  available  to  our  members  for 
S16.65.  To  order,  send  your  check  (or  MasterCard  or  VISA  information), 
for  S 1 6 .65  plus  $1.50  for  handling  and  postage  ($.50  for  additional 
copies)  to  The  Shoe  String  Press,  Inc.,  925  Sherman  Avenue,  Hamden,  CT 
06514.  And  be  sure  to  note  "ISASC"  on  your  order  so  that  you  receive  the 
d i scoun t . 

AND  FOR  MORE  READING... 

Enclosed  is  your  copy  of  the  1988  North  American  Chapter  membership 
directory,  ready  for  insertion  in  your  directory  binder.  This  year,  what 
with  the  latest  increase  in  postal  rates,  it's  been  decided  not  to  mail 
the  European  Chapter  membership  directory  to  our  entire  North  American 
Chapter  roster  (some  220  members  at  present) ,  but,  rather,  to  make  it 
available  upon  request.  So  if  you  have  use  for  one,  send  us  your  request 

and  we'll  mail  a  copy  to  you  shortly. 
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AND  STILL  MORE  READING... 

We've  enclosed  ISASC's  1987  Financial  Statement,  which  shows  us 
to  be  still  very  much  sturdy  and  solvent.  As  you  may  recall,  we  were 
without  a  treasurer  for  the  last  quarter  of  1987,  but  my  son,  the 
accountant,  dutifully  stepped  in  (as  he  has  in  the  past),  brought  our 
records  up  to  date,  and  provided  us  with  our  annual  summary  of  income 
and  expenses.  Among  its  benefits,  it  enabled  us  at  the  end  of  1987  to 
turn  over  our  books  in  good  order  to  Jan  Macho,  who,  as  of  1988,  is  our 
treasurer.  Thank  you,  Larry  Stein,  for  what  you  did,  and  thank  you, 

Jan  Macho,  for  what  you're  doing. 

KUDOS  TO  TWO  MEMBERS . 

Needless  to  say,  all  of  our  members  are  very  special  to  us,  but  we ' d 
remiss  if  we  didn't  acknowledge  special  acts  of  generosity  directed  our 
way  from  time  to  time,  two  of  which  occurred  recently.  One  was  a  $250 
donation  for  "the  good  of  the  cause"  from  member  Peter  DiCristofaro  (an 
annual  Peter  D.  practice),  and  the  other  a  $100  donation  to  help  defray 
our  convention  costs  from  member  John  Cattle  (also  a  recurring  John  C. 
gesture)  .  Our  thanks  to  both  of  these  fine  gentlemen! 


MISCELLANY . 

**  In  late  January,  member  Lewis  Weiss  of  Rydal,  Pennsylvania,  wrote  us 
to  tell  us  of  the  Weiss  trip  to  London  and  Paris.  In  England,  Lew  and 
Ruth  took  in  London's  Science  Museum,  made  the  usual  trek  to  London's 
more  popular  antique  markets,  and  visited  the  Crawforths  in  Oxford. 

In  Paris,  they  spent  time  with  Paul  Pialoux,  a  collector  of  consider¬ 
able  note,  and  visited  the  Paris  Flea  Market.  It  goes  without  saying, 
of  course,  that  their  trip  produced  several  worthwhile  additions  to 
their  collection. 

**  New  member  Erich  Freimuth  of  Villanova,  Pennsylvania,  initially  wrote 
us  in  mid-January  inquiring  about  membership,  and  added  a  P.S.  to  his 
letter,  to  wit:  "Did  you  realize  your  zip  code  (60606)  is  a 

'balanced'  number?"  No  we  didn't,  but  we  do  now,  and  we're  likely  to 

never  forget  it. 
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**  Also  in  late  January  we  received  a  most  interesting  letter  from  Ray 

and  Eileen  Park  of  Noranda,  Australia,  telling  us  of  their  latest  trip 
to  exotic  places.  Their  odyssey  included  Jakarta,  Kuala  Lumpur  and 
Penang  ("Ray  managed  to  get  45  sets  of  scales  plus  a  few  Asian 
weights").  In  Jakarta,  according  to  their  letter,  "the  scales  were 
coming  out  of  the  woodwork,  I  think.  All  types,  sizes  and  ages."  On 
the  other  hand,  "Malaysia  was  disappointing."  And,  finally,  "Next 
year,  we  are  hoping  to  get  to  the  UK  again  and  visit  Turkey,  Spain, 
Germany,  Belgium,  and  Burma  and  Jakarta  if  time  permits."  Now  that's 
really  collecting  on  a  global  scale! 

**  A  dealer  friend  from  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  Carole  Thomas  by  name,  found 
reason  to  put  into  verse  her  experience  at  a  recent  antique  show  where 
she  sought  letter  scales  from  other  dealers  for  you-know-who - 

I  searched  for  scales  all  thru  the  show 
Walked  up  and  down  each  line. 

"We  sell  to  some  Chicago  guy" 

His  name? —  "Oh  it's  Bob  Stein." 

"We  sell  to  him -  He  bought  us  out" 

Some  say  they  know  you  well. 

They  say  you  bargain  long  and  hard, 

You're  difficult  to  sell. 

So  there  I  was,  which  scale  was  which? 

Does  it  have  weights?  Oh,  yes... 

This  one  dates  1860  and 
Has  Egypt's  rates  no  less. 

No  malachite,  no  bronze  dore, 

No  porcelain  I'm  told, 

Because  I  have  no  luck  at  all, 

I'd  rather  search  for  gold! 

**  In  the  last  Chairman's  Newsletter,  we  told  you  of  our  member 

recruitment  ad  in  an  antiques  magazine,  and  promised  to  acquaint  you 

with  the  results.  Well,  the  ad  did  appear,  and  shortly  thereafter, 
during  a  several  weeks  period,  we  received  eight  to  ten  inquiries. 
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Three  or  four  stated  that  they  were  responding  to  the  ad,  but  we'll 
never  know  about  the  others,  as  we  regularly  hear  from  prospects 
without  the  benefit  of  advertising.  Our  best  guess  is  that  we  signed 
up  two  or  three  new  members  as  a  result  of  the  ad,  which  was  just 
fine,  considering  it  didn't  cost  us  anything.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
response  was  somewhat  less  than  an  avalanche,  so  we're  not  quite  ready 
to  launch  a  multi-million  dollar  ad  campaign. 


AND  SO . . . 

We’re  off  to  Boston 
to  greeting  a  good  number 
Boston,  we'll  give  you  a 
Meanwhile,  happy  collecti 


the 
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i  ng 

of  May,  wh 

of 

you . 

For 

those  of  y 
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or t  on 
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conclave  i 

ng  . 

ere  we're  looking  forward 
ou  we  won't  be  seeing  in 
n  the  July  Newsletter. 


